Chapter 86
SIGNS

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the TownlUrbana 6-9-1994 as L.L. No. 1-
1994. Amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 86-1. Purpose.

A. The purpose of this chapter is to promote andiggt the public health,
welfare and safety by regulating existing and peggboutdoor advertising signs and
outdoor signs of all types. It is intended to pebfgroperty values, create a more
attractive economic and business climate, enhamdg@tect the physical appearance of
the community, preserve the scenic and naturaltipesand provide a more enjoyable and
pleasing community. It is further intended herebydduce sign or advertising
distractions and obstructions that may contribatedffic accidents, reduce hazards that
may be caused by signs overhanging or projectieg public rights-of-way, provide
more visual open space and curb the deteriorafitbmeccommunity’s appearance and
attractiveness.

B. This chapter is intended to promote attracsigms which clearly present
the visual message in a manner that is compatibbtetireir surroundings. The
appearance, character and quality of a commurat\afiected by the location, size,
construction and graphic design of its signs. Tioeeg such signs should convey their
messages clearly and simply to enhance their sodings.

§ 86-2. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following terms shalle the meanings indicated:

AWNING SIGN — Any visual message incorporated iatbawning attached to
a building.

COPY-CHANGE SIGN — A sign on which the visual mags may be
periodically changed.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN — A sign limited to providing iofmation as to the
location of a business, activity or event.

FREESTANDING SIGN — Any sign not attached to ortpd any building but
separate and permanently affixed by any other méaws upon the ground. Included are
pole signs and pylon signs constructed of wood omgsmaterials or any other material.

ILLUMINATED SIGN — Any sign illuminated by electeity, gas or other
artificial light, either from the interior or exter of the sign, and which includes
reflective and phosphorescent light.



NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION — An organization which hhsen designated
by all appropriate applicable state and federaheigs as a nonprofit agency or
organization and has possession of such certiigati

OFF-PREMISE SIGN — A sign unrelated to a busiregsa profession
conducted, or a commodity or service sold or offetgon the premises where such sign
is located.

PORTABLE SIGN — A sign, whether on its own trajlerheels or otherwise,
designed to be movable and not structurally or peemtly attached to the ground, a
building, a structure or another sign.

PROJECTING SIGN — A sign which is attached to adug, wall or structure
and which extends horizontally more than 15 indhes the plane of such wall or
structure or a sign which is perpendicular to #eefof such wall or structure.

REPRESENTATIONAL SIGN — A three-dimensional sigmlbto physically
represent the object advertised.

RIGHT-OF-WAY — The area, as designated by the ageesponsible for a
specific highway or roadway, that is to remain ffi@am any structures or encroachments.

SET BACK — The distance from any street, highwawpdway, structure or
property line.

SIGN — Any material, structure or device, or ghdreof, composed of lettered
or pictorial matter which is located out of doora the exterior of any building or
structure or indoors, as a window sign, displayangadvertisement, announcement,
notice or name, and shall include but not be lichtee any declaration, demonstration,
display, representation, illustration or insignged to advertise or promote the interest of
any person, business, organization or cause whamisylaced in view of the general
public.

SIGN DIRECTORY — A listing of two or more businessterprises, consisting
of a matrix and sign components.

SIGN STRUCTURE — The supports, uprights, bracfrgmning, mountings and
framework for a sign. In the case of a “sign stuuet consisting of two or more sides in
which the angle formed between any two sides optbgctions thereof exceeds 30°,
each side will be considered a separate “signtsire.t

SIGN SURFACE AREA — The entire area within a ssyglontinuous perimeter
enclosing all elements which form an integral eirthe sign. The structure supporting
the sign shall be excluded unless the structudesggned in such a manner as to form an
integral background for the display. One side dbable-faced sign shall be used to
calculate the total surface or area of such a sign.



TEMPORARY SIGN — A sign related to a single adthor event having a
duration of 30 days or less.

WALL SIGN — A sign which is painted on or attachtedthe outside wall of a
building with the face of the sign parallel to sweall and not extending more than 15
inches from the face of such wall.

WINDOW SIGN — A sign visible from a sidewalk, stteor other public place,
painted or affixed on glass or other window matedalocated inside in such a manner
to be viewed from outside, but not to include gieplin connection with customary
window display of goods or products.

§ 86-3. Permit required.

Except as otherwise provided, no person shall gadtet or relocate any sign without
first obtaining a permit from the Code Enforcem@fficer. Within six months following
the effective date of this chapter, a permit shislb be obtained for any sign in existence
as of the effective date of this chapter unlessuebed under § 86-6. Subsequent to this
initial application, no permit shall be required the general repair or maintenance of
any permitted sign.

8§ 86-4. Application procedure.

Applications shall be made in writing to the Codddfcement Officer on forms obtained
from the Town Clerk and shall contain the followingprmation:

A. The name, address and telephone number ofihleant.
B. The name, address and telephone number oftipegy owner.
C. The location of the building, structure and&rd upon which the sign

now exists or is to be erected.

D. A plan, drawn to scale, as well as a descniptibthe sign, sign structure
and placement and should include the following:

(1) Its location on the premises, specificalfypbsition in relation to
existing buildings, structures, property lines,dways, driveways, parking lots and any
other existing or proposed signage, and indicagungh distances.

(2) The method of illumination, if any, and thesgion of lighting or
other extraneous devices.

(3) Graphic design, including symbols, letteratenials and colors.
(4) The visual message, copy, text or contethesign.

§ 86-5. Issuance of permit; permit conditions.



A. All signs in the Town of Urbana, other thans¢banentioned in § 86-6,
shall require a sign permit.

B. Upon the filing of a completed application #sign permit and the
payment of the required fee which has been deteany a schedule of fees as
established by the Town Board, the Code Enforce®éiter shall examine the plans,
specifications and other data submitted and thenises on which the sign is to be
erected or now exists. If it shall appear thatdilga is in compliance with the
requirements of this chapter, the Code Enforcer@®éinter shall then, within 30 days,
issue a permit for the erection of the proposed sigfor an existing sign. The issuance
of this permit shall not excuse the applicant fraonforming to any other laws or any
local laws or ordinances.

C. If the erection of the sign authorized undey sunch permit has not
commenced within six months from the date of isseathe permit shall become null
and void but may be renewed within 30 days prigdh®expiration of said permit, for
good cause shown, for an additional six monthsnygyment of 1/2 of the original fee.

D. The term of such permit shall extend throughukeful life of the sign
unless otherwise indicted in this chapter. A newnpeshall be required if:

(1) Changes to the design, copy, structure,@izeipporting structure
is no longer consistent with the original applioati

(2) The name of the business or type of busirsess longer
consistent with the original application.

(3) The business is sold or property leased some manner becomes
under the management or is represented by a pap@rtes not consistent with the
original application.

(4) The original permit is found to be in viotatiunder the provisions
of this or any other chapter.

E. Every sign shall bear the permit number, peently and visibly
displayed. Failure to do so shall constitute cdoséhe revocation of the permit.

§ 86-6. Exempt signs.

The following types of sighs may be erected andhta@med without a permit or fee,
provided that such signs comply with the requiretmef this chapter and any other law
or ordinance imposed by the Town of Urbana or ogjeeterning body:

A. Historical markers, tablets and statues, meahsigns and plaques; names
and dates of buildings; and nonadvertising on-psemsigns installed by religious or
nonprofit organizations, not exceeding six squasg.f

B. Signs, notices or emblems installed by govemtaldodies.



C. Flags or insignias of any government, excepmitisplayed in
connection with commercial promotion.

D. On-premises nonadvertising directional signgte convenience of the
general public, identifying public parking areasg zones, entrances and exits, and
similar signs not exceeding six square feet per.f&ceestanding signs shall not exceed
six feet in height. Business names and personaésamall be allowed, excluding
advertising messages.

E. Nonilluminated warning, private drive, postacho-trespassing signs, not
to exceed three square feet per face.

F. One on-premises sign, either freestandingtacla¢d, in connection with
any residential building in any zoning districtr feermitted professional offices or home
occupations, not to exceed three square feet. 8golshall state name and vocation
only. lllumination shall not produce a direct gldo®yond the limits of the property line.

G. Number and name plates identifying residentsjnted on a house,
apartment or mailbox, not exceeding one squareifoatea.

H. Lawn signs identifying residents, not exceeding square foot, or two
square feet if double-faced. Such signs are toobdlaminated except by a light which is
an integral part of a lamppost if used as a suppatth no advertising message thereon.

l. Private-owner merchandise sale signs for gasatgs and auctions, not
exceeding six square feet, for a period not exceeskeven days.

J. Temporary, nonilluminated, “for sale”, “for t&mreal estate signs and
signs of similar nature, concerning the premisemuphich the sign is located. In a
residential zoning district, one sign not exceediixgsquare feet per side shall be
permitted. In the business, industrial and agnicaltzoning districts, one sign shall be
permitted, not exceeding 64 square feet. All sughssshall be removed within three
days after the sale, lease or rental of the premise

K. Two temporary signs for a roadside stand sgliigricultural produce, in
season, provided that such sign shall not exceestj3are feet and shall not be located
within any public right-of-way.

L. Temporary, nonilluminated, window signs andtpos

M. Holiday decorations, including lighting, whichay be displayed in any
district.

N. At gasoline stations:
(1) Integral graphic or attached price signs asoine pumps.

(2) Two auxiliary signs per station, each notemding six square feet.



(3) One portable sign per station, not exceedihgquare feet and
four feet in height.

0. Directional signs for meetings, conventions atiter assemblies, each not
exceeding six square feet, for the period from flags before until two days following
the event.

P. One sign, not exceeding six square feet imasieential districts nor 32
square feet in the business, industrial and agulldistricts, listing the architect,
engineer, contractor and/or owner, on the premidese construction, renovation or
repair is in progress.

Q. Promotional signage, including banners, focggevents of limited
duration, not exceeding 32 square feet in the eesial districts nor 72 square feet in the
business, industrial and agricultural districtgvided that:

(1) Placement shall not exceed 30 days befordévedays following
the event.

(2) The names and addresses of the sponsord@peitsons
responsible for removal are identified.

R. Political posters, banners and similar sigos,exceeding six square feet
in the residential districts nor 32 square feghabusiness, industrial and agricultural
districts, provided that:

1) Placement shall not exceed 30 days befordéivedays following
the event.

(2) The names and addresses of the sponsor dhd/person
responsible for removal are identified on each ®igh or poster.

(3) Such sighage shall be set back at leastetSriem all property
lines and shall not be located within any publghtiof-way.

S. Display of one permanent sign by a permittesiiass for the purposes of
displaying its product, provided that such signsioet exceed 12 square feet.

8 86-7. Prohibitions.

A. No sign in any district shall be placed or lezhwithin or extend into the
right-of-way of any public highway or roadway.

B. No off-premises signs shall be allowed, othantas permitted under the
exempt signs provision of 8§ 86-6 or under the aéfrpises directional signs provisions of
§ 86-10.



C. No sign shall be illuminated by or contain flasgy, intermittent, rotating
or revolving lights, except to show time and tenapere.

D. No sign shall impair or cause confusion of eekhar or pedestrian traffic
in its design, color or placement. No sign shapain visibility for the motorist at a street
corner or intersection by placement and locatiaiwithe right-of-way of the
intersection of the street or highway lines.

E. No sign or sign supports that exceed five &betve the roofline shall be
placed upon the roof of any building.

F. No sign shall consist of banners, pennantbpnb, streamers, spinners or
similar moving, fluttering or revolving devices.

G. No advertising message shall be extended owee than one sign placed
along a street or highway.

§ 86-8. Regulations by district.
Within all districts, the following provisions fgrermanent signs shall apply:
A. General regulations.

(2) The total number of permitted signs on artyriall districts shall
not exceed two, of which only one may be freestamdi

(2) The cumulative area of any sign permittechoy lot shall be as
follows:

(a) Agricultural districts: 100 square feet.
(b) Business districts: 100 square feet.
() Industrial districts: 150 square feet.
(d) Residential districts: 32 square feet.

3) The cumulative height above road grade ofsagy and
supporting structure permitted on any lot shalabdollows:

(a) Agricultural districts: 20 feet.
(b) Business districts: 25 feet.
(©) Industrial districts: 25 feet.
(d) Residential districts: six feet.

B. Specific regulations. Specific district regidais shall be as follows:



(2) Residential districts.

(a) Permitted nonresidential uses and legal oxiocming
nonresidential uses may display one freestandidgpaone projecting sign pertaining to
the use of property upon which the sign is situakedestanding signs shall have a total
face area not exceeding 16 square feet and shaditdeack 15 feet from any adjoining
property boundaries. Projecting signs shall hatata face area of not more than six
square feet and shall not project more than 40emdtom the principal building to which
they are attached.

(b) Internally illuminated signs are not permmittin the
residential districts. Externally illuminated pemmeat signs shall not be illuminated in
such a manner that the illumination becomes amgement to the adjoining residences.

(c) Temporary or portable signs referring tgacific event or
activity are permitted for a period of five daysoprto and two following the activity or
event to which they pertain. In no instance shnadl period exceed seven days.

(2) Business districts.

(a) Where groups of four or more contiguous messes are
located together or where a lesser number of stotaknot less than 10,000 square feet
of gross leasable area, one common freestandingdsigoting the name of the shopping
facility shall be permitted, not exceeding 150 sguaet [75 square feet per side] and
with its bottom panel not more than eight feet abgrade. All other signs shall be
attached to buildings, of a wall, projecting- offédype, and coordinated in material,
shape, lettering, color and/or decorative elements.

(b) Representational signs shall not proje@ny direction
more than five feet beyond the principal structorevhich they are attached and shall not
exceed 15 square feet. Only one such sign perlsstaent shall be permitted, with the
area of such sign structure included within thaltsign area permitted.

(c) [lluminated signs which indicate the timemperature, date
or similar public service information shall not erd 32 square feet and shall not employ
less than 60% of the total sign area on each sidsaid public service information.

§ 86-9. Regulations by sign type.

The following are descriptions of signs varyingconstruction and type which may
comply with the following additional conditions, less otherwise specified elsewhere in
a local law:

A. Temporary signs and/or portable signs.

(1) All signs of a temporary nature, except deotwise provided in
this chapter, shall be permitted for a period n@eeding 30 days prior to the activity or
event nor exceeding five days after the activitgweent. Such signs shall not exceed 72



square feet in business, industrial and agriculistricts, nor 32 square feet in
residential districts. Such signage shall not loatied within any public right-of-way nor
be attached to fences, trees, utility poles, racksther parts of a natural landscape nor
be placed in a position that will obstruct or impaaffic or in any manner create a hazard
or disturbance to the health, safety and welfarta@feneral public.

(2) A new business or a business in a new logatwaiting
installation of a permanent sign may utilize a gble sign for a period of not more than
60 days or until installation of a permanent sighichever occurs first. Such a portable
sign must meet all the construction standardsehthnicipality. A permit for such a
portable sign shall be required. Upon completios iastallation of the permanent sign,
the permit fee paid for the portable sign shalapplied to the permit fee for the
permanent sign.

B. Permanent signs. Within any zoning districg, thllowing permanent
signs may be erected; provided, however, that pladement shall not serve to expand
the number of signs otherwise allowed, pursuatiieémext subsection on business and
industrial districts:

(2) A nonilluminated, single-sided real estateedepment sign,
including industrial and commercial developmensjdential subdivision or construction
sign denoting the architect, engineer and/or cotdranot exceeding 32 square feet in
business and industrial districts nor 16 squareifeeesidential districts, may be erected
on property being sold, leased or developed. Sigechshall be erected parallel to the
fronting highway, set back a minimum of 15 feetnfrthe property line or attached to the
building face. Such sign shall be removed upon detigm of the project and shall be in
place for a period not exceeding two years.

(2) Signs or bulletin boards customarily incidemplaces of worship,
libraries, museums, social clubs or societies neagrected on the premises of such
institutions. One such sign or bulletin board, exteeding 32 square feet, may be
erected for each entrance on a different strekigtmvay.

3) For multiple dwellings or apartment develomtse one sign
advertising availability of several dwelling unitgyt exceeding 32 square feet, may be
erected. One such sign shall be permitted for eattance on a different street or
highway.

(4) Signs necessary for the identification, opereor production of a
public utility, not exceeding 32 square feet, mayebected on the premises of such
public utility.

C. Wall signs.

(2) Wall signs shall not extend beyond the endsver the top of the
walls to which attached and shall not extend altbedevel of the second floor of the
building.



(2) Wall signs shall not extend more than 15 @scfrom the face of
the buildings to which attached.

(3) Any part of a sign extending over pedesttiaffic areas shall
have a minimum clearance of seven feet six inches.

D. Projecting signs.
(2) Projecting signs shall not have more than faces.

(2) The exterior edge of a projecting sign skatend not more than
five feet from the building face or 1/3 the widthtbe sidewalk, whichever is less.

(3) No part of a projecting sign shall extenaimehicular traffic
areas, and any part extending over pedestrian ahadishave a minimum clearance of
seven feet six inches.

4) Projecting signs shall not be higher thariel2.

(5) No projecting sign shall be closer than 1& feom the corner of a
building located at a street intersection.

E. Freestanding signs.

(1) No freestanding sign shall be located witlhia right-of-way, nor
less than 15 feet from a side property line, nolobated less than 50 feet from any other
freestanding sign.

(2) If for any reason the property line is chashgé some future date,
any freestanding sign made nonconforming therebst ine relocated within 90 days to
conform with the minimum setback requirements.

(3) Except in the case of those situations ddfinghe general
provisions of 8 86-8A(2) no freestanding sign shallmore than 100 square feet per side
for a double-faced sign.

4) No freestanding sign shall be more than 20 ife height above
highway grade. Such height shall be measured adlstitom the established average
grade directly below the sign or entry level of thelding or structure, whichever is
lower, to the highest point of the sign, includswypporting structures.

(5) No freestanding sign shall extend over av thie public right-of-
way, nor shall it overhang the property lines.

(6) Freestanding signs under which a pedestrakway or driveway
passes must have a minimum vertical clearance tdeitO



(7) Masonry wall-type signs shall not exceed fiaat in height and
shall not be placed so as to impair visibility footorists.

F. Other signs.
(2) Permanent window signs.

(a) No more than one sign per window and a marimf two
per business enterprise.

(b) The area of a window sign shall not exceg¥ f the area
of the window nor more than four square feet.

(2) Sign directories.

(a) The character and size of the sign matrikafrthe
individual sign components comprising the directsingll be regulated in accordance
with guidelines provided by this chapter.

(b) Sign directories shall contain identificatiof and direction
to several business enterprises but shall contaproamotional advertising.

3) Awning signs.
(@) No sign shall project from an awning.

(b) Awning graphics may be painted or affixeat fio the
surface of the front or sides and shall indicatly tire name and/or address of the
enterprise or premises.

(c) The surface area of awning graphics shatldisted
against the permitted wall sign surface area.

§ 86-10. Nonconforming signs.

In the event a sign lawfully erected prior to tfieetive date of this chapter does not
conform to its provisions and standards, then sighs shall be modified to conform or
be removed according to the following regulations:

A. If a nonconforming sign includes such featuassncluded under the
section on prohibitions, then such sign shall belifrexd by its owner to comply or be
removed within 30 days after the owner receivest@ninotice from the Code
Enforcement Officer to so comply.

B. If an owner has complied, as necessary, wehathove provision, yet
remains in nonconformity in other respects, he aFyly for a permit to maintain the
nonconforming sign for a fixed period based onrtraaining undepreciated useful life a
such sign, as determined by an appropriate depictirmula (e.g., value standards in



use by the New York State Department of TransportatApplication for such permit
shall be filed with the Code Enforcement Officethin six months of the effective date
of this chapter and shall include satisfactory paddhe date of erection of said sign. A
permit to continue a nonconforming sign shall incase exceed five years.

C. A nonconforming sign shall not be enlargedeplaced by another
nonconforming sign.

§ 86-11. Removal of signs.

A. Any sign existing on or after the effective elatf this chapter, which no
longer advertises an existing business conduct@doatuct sold on the premises upon
which such sign is located, shall be removed.

B. If the Code Enforcement Officer shall find tlzetty sign regulated in this
chapter is not used, is not in compliance with triany other chapter, is abandoned,
unsafe or insecure or is a menace to the pubkcCtide Enforcement Officer shall give
written notice to the named owner of the land upich it is located, who shall remove
or repair the sign within 30 days from the datéhefnotice. If the sign is not removed or
repaired within said time period, the Code EnforeetrOfficer shall revoke the permit
issued for such sign and may remove the sign asgsathe owner for all costs incurred
for such service.

C. The Code Enforcement Officer may cause any, suipch is a source of
immediate peril to persons or property, to be resdommmediately and without notice.

8 86-12. Construction standards.
A. General.

(2) All signs installed after the effective datethis chapter shall have
attached to the sign a name plate giving the sggmi number and the name and address
of the owner, person or corporation responsibléHergeneral requirements and
maintenance as outlined in this chapter.

(2) All internally illuminated signs shall be cgdructed in
conformance with the Standards for Electric Sigdis 48) of Underwriters’
Laboratories, Inc., and bear the seal of Underv#'iteaboratories, Inc.

(3) If such sign does not bear the Underwriteetioratories label, the
sign shall be inspected and certified by the Newk¥@oard of Fire Underwriters. All
transformers, wires and similar items shall be eated. All wiring to freestanding signs
shall be underground.

(4) All freestanding signs shall be designed emastructed to
withstand a wind pressure of not less than 30 psped square foot of surface area.



(5) All signs, including wall-mounted and project signs, shall be
securely anchored.

(6) All signs, sign finishes, supports and eleatrwork shall be kept
clean, neatly painted and free from all hazardsh s but not limited to faulty wiring
and loose supports, braces, guys and anchors.

(7) All projecting, freestanding or wall signsadiftemploy acceptable
safety material.

(8) All signs shall be painted and/or fabricaitedccordance with
generally accepted standards.

B. Design guidelines.

(1) Signs shall be designed to be compatible thighsurroundings and
appropriate to the architectural character of thi&imgs on which they are placed. Sign
panels and graphics shall be related with, anccoetr, architectural features and should
be in proportion to them.

(2) Signs shall be appropriate to the types tfities they represent.

(3) Layout shall be orderly and graphics sho@dbsimple shape,
such as rectangle, circle or oval.

4) lllumination shall be appropriate to the @wer of the sign and
surroundings.

(5) Groups of related signs shall express uniiftyrand create a sense
of harmonious appearance.

(6) All sighage shall be professional in appeegaand construction as
not to visually detract from the character of theaaor have a negative effect upon the
guality and value of surrounding properties.

8 86-13. Amendments.

A. The Town Board may on its own motion, or oneéitppn, or on
recommendations of the Planning Board, after putgitice and public hearing, amend
this chapter pursuant to all applicable requirementiaw.

B. All proposed amendments originating by petitionby motion of the
Town Board, shall be referred to the Planning Bdard report and recommendation
thereon. The Planning Board shall submit its repdttiin 60 days after receiving such
referral. Failure of the Planning Board to repoithi the required time shall be deemed
to constitute a recommendation for approval ofgteposed amendment.

8 86-14. Penalties for offenses.



A. Any person, corporation, partnership, assommtir other legal entity who
shall violate any of the provisions of this chapieany conditions imposed by a permit
pursuant hereto shall be guilty of an offense argjext to a fine not to exceed $250 or
imprisonment for a period not to exceed 15 dayd/arboth such fine and
imprisonment. Every such person or entity shallleemed guilty of a separate offense
for each week such violation, disobedience, ommssieglect or refusal shall continue.

B. Nothing contained in this chapter shall prewst Town Board from
maintaining an action or proceeding in the namgheftown in a court of competent
jurisdiction to compel strict compliance with theopisions of this chapter or to restrain,
by injunction, the violation of any of its provisi®@r any rule or regulation promulgated
hereunder.



